
Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 This is a bittersweet time for our parishes. St. Anthony’s lost two parishioners, Donna Brunow 

and Don Gfell. I ask you to please keep them and their families in your prayers. With St. 

Anthony’s being under construction the family is grateful for St. Mary’s to have the funeral. We 

are blessed to work together as one family of faith.  

It is also a very exciting time as we prepare to celebrate the Eucharistic Revival with Bishop 

Daniel E. Thomas on February 19th. These celebrations are being held throughout the Diocese 

and across the country. We are pleased to be one of the parishes hosting. The Eucharistic Revival 

is the joyful, expectant, grassroots response of the entire Catholic Church in the United States to 

the divine invitation of re-centering our lives on the Real Presence of the Eucharist. It is 

movements to restore understanding and devotion to this great mystery here in the United States 

by helping us renew our worship of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. It is with complete sincerity 

you are invited to join us.  

In the Gospel today we hear the Beatitudes. They are sayings attributed to Jesus, and in particular 

eight blessings recounted by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew. Jesus 

lived each and every one of these blessings. They are a blueprint for life if we listen carefully to 

what they are telling us. When we see life as troublesome or depressing, Jesus sees it as blessed. 

Jesus lived by these qualities, and we too should be encouraged to follow this example, for a life 

of honesty and integrity is a blessed life. As we live with difficulties it would be a healing 

experience to revisit the beatitudes and hear in the words of Jesus how blessed we are.  

This week we celebrate Catholic Schools Week. This is a special time of year when we share 

with our parishioners the importance of Catholic education. Catholic Schools Week is held for 

seven days starting from the last Sunday in January and will conclude February 4. This is a great 

opportunity to recognize some of our students who attend Norwalk Catholic School, so you will 

see some of them doing readings at Mass. 

I would like to thank everyone from St. Anthony’s/St. Mary’s who took part in the Right to Life 

March last Sunday in support of protecting the innocent lives of the unborn.  

God Bless Fr. Francis Mariadas, SAC 


